
2021 Annual Impact Report   

Dear friend of the Valley,

 2021 was full of challenges that all of us know all too well. As 
tragic events unfold around the globe, focusing on local issues can 
be difficult. Yet we know that working close to home is where we 
can make the biggest difference, and that’s where you come in.

With your support, this past year was a time of growth for 
our land trust as we launched our next 50 years of service to the 
Valley. Highlights included moving to a new permanent home 

CONSERVE  |  CARE  |  CONNECT

WHATELY CENTER WOODS

Mature 120-acre forest rich with 
wildlife and close to town center 

opened as Kestrel-owned preserve 

WEST QUABBIN WOODLANDS 
10,000-ACRE MILESTONE REACHED

With the addtion of 80 acres of forest 
in Belchertown & 34 acres in Pelham 

Here's some of what YOU helped accomplish in 2021...

3,000  
acres

In Progress!

647  
acres

Conserved! }
Forests 

138 acres

Parks & Trails
417 acres

Farmland
 92 acres

at the base of the Mt. Holyoke Range 
and, with the Town of Amherst, opening 
a public trail around the pond. Hearing 
the laughter of people enjoying the 
land is a great reminder every day that 
conservation matters: for health and 
happiness for everyone.

In 2021 your support enabled Kestrel 
to hire two new staff members—
Stewardship Manager Stuart Watson 
and Conservation Manager Bridget Likely 
—doubling Kestrel’s staff capacity to 
conserve and care for Valley lands. Stu 
and Bridget join a skilled and dedicated 
team at Kestrel that works hard every day 
for the land you love.

It’s your generous support that makes 
this important work possible. Thank you!

Kristin DeBoer, Executive Director

TWO FAMILY FARMS SAVED
50 acres in Hadley and 36 acres in 

Northampton protected as Forever 
Farmland for local agriculture

2021 Land Conservation Projects

new inquiries & opportunities  
to conserve forests, farms, 
and public lands come in  
all year long!

Many More!

}

Kestrel’s new headquarters 
overlook Plum Brook Pond 
at Amherst’s Sweet Alice 
Conservation Area.



2021 funds raised 

2021 Highlights:  
YOU made it all POSSIBLE!

(all data from unaudited 
financial statements.)

2021 funds spent

106 VOLUNTEERS gave 867 HOURS

 to monitor conserved lands, improve trails,  
build kiosks, enhance wildlife habitat &  

monitor Kestrel nest boxes

Conserving the land is only the first step. With your support, 
Kestrel staff and volunteers visit and assess the condition of 
conservation lands around the Valley every year.

CARE: FOR THE LANDS YOU LOVE

4,699  
acres

34 fee lands

1,326 
acres

}6,025 acres 
under our care as 
of december 2021

57 conservation 
restrictions

CONSERVATION  
RESTRICTIONS: Private or 

town-owned lands for which 
Kestrel holds a legal obligation  
to ensure the land is used only 

for conservation purposes.  

FEE LANDS: Kestrel owns  
and manages the land.

13 MILES of new trails created or  
maintained at 9 conservation areas

$90k secured for Robert Frost Trail 
Revival & 5 miles newly designated      

CONNECT: 
PEOPLE AND THE LAND

2021 Financial Overview

Public Funds

Individual Gifts

Foundation Grants

Landowner Donations

Other Income

Total: $4,178,951

 

Land Conservation  

Project Management, 
Community Programs & 
Operations

Total: $4,178,951
 

As a member, you provide the foundation for Kestrel’s conservation impact. Your support creates a powerful ripple effect when we 
secure public and private grants, and landowner donations, to help conserve and care for Valley lands. In 2021 your generous financial 
support leveraged nearly $2.5 million in public funding to protect 647 acres of forests, farms, and wildlife habitat. 

$3,403,767

$775,184

$2,524,691

$173,767

$304,154

$665,000

CREATE: PARKS & TRAILS FOR EVERYONE 

$511,339

There are many ways to leave  
a legacy for the land. learn more:

kestreltrust.org/give/legacy

GIVE: A LEGACY FOR THE LAND

Julian Janowitz spent 40 years 
shaping the landscape around his 
Shutesbury home into a welcoming 
preserve that includes unique 
works of art. Through his generous 
bequest of 140 acres of forest to 
Kestrel in 2021, Dr. Janowitz left 
a legacy that will 
benefit wildlife and 
future generations 
of Valley residents 
forever.

860 PEOPLE of all ages enjoyed 30  
in-person events & online programs  
about nature,  science, well-being, & art

230 RUNNERS participated in  
inaugural Mt. Tom Trail Race

500 PEOPLE attended Summit 
House Concert Series co-sponsored  
with Friends of the Mt. Holyoke Range


