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AS THE BIRDS ARE SINGING THEIR SPRING 
songs and the black bears are emerging from 
their dens, this season feels like a much needed 
fresh start for all of us. 

With vaccinations on the rise, and a new 
leader in the White House, there is a renewed 
sense of hope. I am especially encouraged that 
in January, the US joined over 50 countries in a 
courageous goal to protect 30% of the planet's 
land and waters by 2030. “30 by 30” is a bold ini-
tiative highlighting the need to protect wild lands as a critical part of the solution to the 
climate crisis. Land trusts around the country are leading this national effort to protect 
biodiversity, and Kestrel is excited to do our part here in the Valley. 

This year, we have over a dozen projects underway in partnership with towns to pro-
tect forests from Belchertown to South Hadley, Northampton to Shutesbury. And in 
collaboration with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, we’re working to bring in major 
federal funding to protect more lands to conserve vital forests, grasslands, and wetlands 
as part of the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge. This funding from the 
federal Land and Water Conservation Fund will enable us to work with willing landown-
ers along the Connecticut River and its tributaries to protect critical wildlife habitat. 

As we launch our next 50 years from a new home base (read more on page 3), we’re 
so grateful for your help in making this work possible. 

Kristin DeBoer, Executive Director 

Bold Goals for the Land

YOUR VALLEY STORY

Return to the Land
by Sara Ross, Amherst

Kestrel Land Trust is older than me, 
but not by much. We’ve been aging 
gracefully together. I grew up in the 
Valley and many conservation areas 
Kestrel helped protect were familiar 
friends. Strolling along the Amethyst 
Brook, swimming at Puffer’s Pond, and 

enjoying a sunset at Mt. Pollux are all airy threads of green and gold running 
through my childhood memories. The land stayed while I left.

Returning years later, I’m revisiting these places with my children. I know 
the subtle power of those memories and I know I’m seeding in them anoth-
er harvest of wonderment and connection with the land. But there are new 
discoveries only available to the middle-aged version of me. Quiet walks at 
Wentworth Farm with the dog who became mine when my father passed 
away. The bobcat I surprised on an early morning run at Well Away Farm 
while the kids Zoomed for school. 

There is energy in change, but there has been so much that it can be  
unsettling. In those moments, I know that the land is there for me.
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Sara's kids at 
Katherine Cole 
Conservation 
Area in Amherst
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New "Home on the 
Range" for Kestrel
HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS, AND 
our hearts have been drawn to the 
mountains! Kestrel has moved our office 
to a permanent home base at the foot 
of the Mount Holyoke Range in Atkins 
Village Center in South Amherst. 

Kestrel acquired the property, including 
a private house, from the Epstein family 
in 2018 to help the Town of Amherst add 
30 acres of forest and a 7-acre pond to the 
adjacent Sweet Alice Conservation Area. 

A basic renovation of the 1950s ranch-
style home was completed in March to 
create an accessible entrance and ensure 
fire safety. With a fresh coat of paint, the 
interior is now an attractive and functional 

C O N N E C TWe Are on Native Land:  
The Native Names Project 
400 YEARS AGO, ENGLISH SETTLERS ARRIVED on the shores 
of Massachusetts. They colonized this land as their own, giving 
the place they landed the name of Plymouth. But that land 
already had a name—Patuxet—given by its original inhabitants. 
The settlers soon moved inland to our region, what we call the 
Connecticut River Valley. This place too already had a name: 
the Kwinitekw. As English settlement expanded across the 
continent, not only were the lives of native peoples changed 
but the names of the places they cared for were often changed 
as well.

The land that we work to conserve today is the home of 
many generations of native peoples, including the Nonotucks, 
Pocumtucs and Nipmucs. As a first step in acknowledging 
that we are on Native land, Kestrel volunteer Janine Roberts 
helped us envision the Native Names Project to mark the 
original names of four conservation areas as translated by 
local Native speakers of the Nipmuc language:  

 Greenberg Family Conservation Area & Sodom 
Brook (Westhampton): Assataiak “Aspen/Poplars Place” 

 Amethyst Brook Conservation Area (Amherst): 
Nishoquokkipog “Three-way Divide Creek” 

 Mill River, Whately Woods: Wekwannuk “As Far as the 
Joining Place” 

 Mount Holyoke Range: Pitowamwachu "Where Water 
Comes Out Hill"

Janine said, “These Nipmuc place names invite us into a 

office space. 
The house is surrounded by mature 

forest and gardens, with outdoor spaces 
that provide beautiful views of the 
mountains and the pond.

Later this year, we will work with the 
Town to provide improved parking on 
Bay Road to access the trails, which lead 
to Mt. Norwottuck. And we have lots of 
ideas about how to make Kestrel’s new 
“home on the Range” an inspiring place to 
connect people from all walks of life to the 
land, and create community together. Stay 
tuned for more details!

Thanks to Conklin Office Furniture for 
donating desks and chairs; C & H Architects 
for providing pro bono architectural 
permitting services; college interns Hanna 
Hartman and Mira Binzen for painting; and 
our volunteer Woodworking Crew! 

different relationship to the Kwinitekw. The names open us to 
other views of the landscape, offering new experiences within it, 
as well as reflecting its history. People belong to places, and the 
names of places link us through time.”

This spring, four wooden “poetry boxes” indicating the Native 
name will be installed at these conservation areas. Within each 
box you’ll find a set of cards that share information about Native 
language, natural history, and culture from this area. You’ll also find 
a notebook with poetry from Nipmuc poets to which you’re invited 
to reflect and add your own poem to share with other visitors. We 
hope you’ll visit these special places and see them through the 
eyes of the Native people who first called them “home.”

Our new office overlooks a pond and 
the Mt. Holyoke Range. Our mailing  
address remains PO Box 1016,  
Amherst, MA 01004.

Thank You!  To Janine Roberts for leading this project, and to 
everyone who contributed, including Chief Cheryll Holley, leader 
of the Nipmuc Nation, Rich Holschuh, and Chuck Bellinger who 
donated his time and materials to construct the poetry boxes. 

Wôbanaki Lifeways, circa 1600. Illustration copyright 
Francis Beck. Image reproduced by permission from 

Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association. 
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Several years ago, Charles 
Dauchy was taking a walk through the 
woodlands that he owned for 40 years. 
People from the neighborhood often en-
joyed hiking and snowmobiling on his 
land, and on this day, he saw a group of 
kids exploring the stream with a camp 
counselor. 

Chuck was retired and planning to move 
to eastern Massachusetts, so he was con-
sidering what to do with these 120 acres 
of forest land he had been caring for. 
Watching the children discovering nature 
in those woods, he said, “confirmed for me 
what a community resource it could be—
not just for land preservation, but for in-
stilling an environmental appreciation and 
ethic in the next generation.”

Thanks to Chuck and his wife, Judith 
Weinthaler, and with wide community 
support, the Whately Center Woods was 
permanently conserved in March. Kestrel 

C O N S E R V E

Whately Center Woods   
Conserved for Wildlife & People

 PLEASE NOTE: Whately Center Woods 
will not be officially open to the public until 
the parking area and trail network are com-
pleted. In the meantime, local residents ac-
cessing the land on foot are welcome. Please 
respect abutting properties’ posted signs. 

Saying YES to Wildlands AND Woodlands
How can New England protect its forests in the face of climate change, bio- 

diversity loss, and development? The answer often falls in one of two camps: either 
conserve forests as working woodlands to provide timber and forest products, or 
protect them as wildlands in a relatively natural and undisturbed condition. 

The fact is that both of these strategies are necessary for a sustainable future. 
Harvard Forest recently hosted a presentation by Northeast Wilderness Trust and 
the New England Forestry Foundation facilitated by Kestrel called “Saying Yes to 
Wildlands & Woodlands.” The organizations shared how protecting both types of 
forest are not only complementary but critical if we are to reach Harvard Forest’s 
Wildlands & Woodlands Vision of conserving 70 percent of New England as forest. 

   Watch the Video: View the recorded webinar on  
  YouTube at https://youtu.be/vofpTvGvOW8

A young resident 
of the woods 
captured on a 
trail camera. 

now owns the land as our latest neigh-
borhood conservation area, and the 
town holds the Conservation Restric-
tion, supported by Community Preser-
vation Act Funds granted unanimously 
by Whately Town Meeting voters.

Forever Wild for the Future
This woodland boasts a diverse vari-

ety of trees—many large and mature—
including typical maple, white pine, and 
beech, but also less common trees such 
as tulip poplar, sassafras, chestnut oak, 
shagbark hickory, and black gum. Its 
varied forest types provide important 
wildlife habitat for black bears, coyotes, 
bobcats, porcupines, weasels, and ruffed 
grouse among others. Cold streams pro-
vide habitat for river otters.

Chuck bought the property in 1980 
because he had a master’s degree from 
the Yale School of the Environment and 

wanted to practice forest management 
and ecology on the land. “We were lucky 
to find this ecologically important area 
at the right time, and to have had sound 
forest management thanks to Lincoln Fish, 
our forester.” 

They managed the property to pro-
mote a remarkable diversity of healthy, 
mature trees. Under Kestrel’s ownership, 
the forest will now be protected as a  
forever-wild forest, allowing the mature 
trees to sequester carbon and fight climate 
change for the full extent of their natural 
life cycle.

This was the first project to receive fund-
ing from the Monica and Bob Leverett 
Forever-Wild Conservation Fund, which 
the Leveretts established with Kestrel in 
2018 for the preservation of mature for-
ests. Support also came from many gener-
ous donors and neighbors, the Common-
wealth of MA, The Fieldstone Foundation, 
and the Snowmobile Association of MA.

Later this year, Kestrel plans to add a 
small parking area, as well as formalize the 
existing trail system and a build a board-
walk to make the property more welcom-
ing to the public. “Since the land is in a 
location that’s easily accessible for folks 
to use and enjoy,” Chuck said, “our hope is 
that it will be a special place for the com-
munity for generations to come.” 
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Learn More: What is sustainable forestry?  
Visit UMass Amherst's masswoods.org. 

PHOTO BY JAMIE MALCOLM-BROWN

Large blocks of forest are critical for wildlife 
and for climate, but they’re not easy to protect because 
landowners in our region typically own less than 50 acres. In 
December, Kestrel worked with the MA Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) and the largest landowner in Massachusetts, WD 
Cowls, to permanently conserve 2,038 acres of the company's 
woodland. DFG now holds a Conservation Restriction (CR) over 
the Cowls land in the towns of Pelham, Shutesbury, and Leverett, 
ensuring that these woodlands will always be managed to 
support wildlife habitat, protect water supplies, and guarantee 
public access for hunting, fishing, and hiking. 

The CR prevents future development, including residential, 
commercial, solar, cell towers and wind power. In the same way  
an Agricultural Preservation Restriction allows farming, this CR 
allows forestry while requiring sustainable forestry practices. 

The new Walter Cowls Jones Working Forest is named for the 
Cowls 7th generation leader who was a tree, tobacco, and onion 
farmer, and a regional community investor. It builds on Kestrel’s 2011 

partnership with Cowls, 
Franklin Land Trust, and 
the Commonwealth to 
create the 3,486-acre Paul 
C. Jones Working Forest, 
the largest contiguous 
private conservation deal 
in state history at the time.  

“The Baker-Polito 
Administration is com-
mitted to investing in 
the protection of open 
space and sustainable 

forestry, which are critically important to the character and 
economic vitality of Massachusetts’ rural communities,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “This public-private partnership will 
permanently conserve a large parcel of valuable forest land 
and wildlife habitat, provide greater access to open space and 
support our efforts to address climate change.”

Essential Wildlife Habitat Protected
The land hosts a rich variety of native hardwood trees like 

red oak, and softwood conifers such as eastern hemlock. More 
than 95 percent of the property is identified as Core Habitat or 
Critical Natural Landscape by MassWildlife’s Natural Heritage 
and Endangered Species Program, habitats essential for ensuring 
the long-term survival of rare and common wildlife. 

“This area represents some of the most ecologically valuable 
land in the Connecticut River Valley,” said Scott Jackson, 
Extension Professor of Environmental Conservation at UMass, 
and member of Kestrel’s board. “Roughly 40 percent of the land 

is identified by the Conservation Assessment and Prioritization 
System, developed by UMass, as being among the top 10 
percent statewide for ecological integrity,” he said. 

Two reptiles listed under the Massachusetts Endangered 
Species Act will gain from conservation of this property, as will 
forest birds like the Scarlet Tanager and Blackburnian Warbler. 
It also benefits mammals with large home ranges such as black 
bear, moose, and bobcat as well as other common wildlife like 
porcupine, snowshoe hare, and Ruffed Grouse.

The combined 5,500 acres of conserved working forests are 
the heart of Cowls family’s 280-year-old sustainable forestry 
business. VP of Timberland Management, Shane Bajnoci, said, 

“Responsibly managing 
a forest is more complex 
than deciding which 
tree should be harvested 
today and which tree 
should be grown for 

tomorrow. We want our working forests to be productive and 
diverse. The same land that grows forest products also provides 
a variety of wildlife habitat.” He added, “I owe it to my twin girls 
to leave tomorrow’s forests as productive and beneficial as the 
ones I manage today.  These Conservation Restrictions are a 
source of real pride and purpose for all of us.” 

Cinda Jones—the 9th generation and first woman to run 
WD Cowls—said, “Clean air and water; access to recreation; and 
the ability to harvest local forest products are critical and finite.  
We’re making it our legacy to permanently conserve natural, 
cultural, and recreational values that natural resources hold in 
our community.”

C O N S E R V EConserving 2,038 Acres of Forest  
for Wood & for Wildlife

More than 5,500 acres of working forest have been conserved with 
WD Cowls and MassWildlife in Leverett, Pelham, and Shutesbury.

“This is some of the most 
ecologically valuable 

land in the Valley.”

The Chestnut-sided Warbler is 
one of the species that benefits 
from sustainable forestry.
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variety of animals, though humans rarely 
see them. These days, we can increase the 
odds with a simple tool: a trail camera. 

Last summer, Kestrel partnered with 
Allison Bell, co-owner of Quonquont 
Farm in Whately, who admits she’s 
“addicted” to seeing wildlife activity cap-
tured by her trail cameras. As a Whately 
resident, she volunteered to set up a cam-
era in Kestrel’s Whately Woods (see page 
4) to help us find out who our wild neigh-
bors are. 

“What’s wonderful about cameras is 
that they give a secret glimpse into ani-
mals’ lives. If you see a bear, it already 
knows you’re there, so it’s not behaving in 
relaxed, normal-life way. The camera gives 
you a chance to see that secret world as 
they do their thing.”

The Whately Woods has several types 
of habitats—a wet forest, vernal pools, 
and upper rocky ridges—and each pres-
ents an opportunity to see a different 
kind of creature. “Not all creatures go to 
all places all the time,” she says. Allison 
chooses her camera sites by looking for 
context to help tell the story, with nat-

ural structures for animals to walk over 
or climb. But, she says, there’s a certain 
amount of luck involved, too. 

“These animals don’t have a street 
address: They don’t 
live next to Rock 123 
on the Ridge, and 
come home every 
night for dinner. They 
move around.” Some 
animals may take a 
similar route period-
ically, like bears who 
learn where a food 
source is, but Allison 
says predators rarely 
go the same place 
twice, making it challenging to record 
species like bobcats. 

Busy Bears & Rare Gray Fox
In Whately Woods, mature trees are 

a special feature. In July, Allison first set 
up the camera in front of a pair of huge 
white pines. “Mother bears with cubs like 
to have quiet places to hang out because 
they aren’t moving all the time, and they 
like big trees where they can send the 

C A R E

Glimpsing a Secret World 

cubs for safety. Once when I went to 
check the camera, I startled them and the 
cubs did climb up those trees, so I know 
they hang out there.” 

In fact, when she first set up the cam-
era, another bear hung around to watch 
her. She left the area to give him space, 
and when she later checked the video 
footage, the bear had gone right to those 
trees and rubbed his body on the bark to 
scent-mark them. 

While that first location captured 
amazing footage of bears, the next loca-
tion on a ridge captured a beautiful dark 
coyote (photo below), as well as a bobcat. 
Near the stream, nighttime video cap-
tured an elusive gray fox, a species that's 
shy and more nocturnal than the red fox. 
In the winter, Allison found a picked-
over deer carcass to use as a focal point, 
and was amazed to capture footage of a 
Barred Owl picking at the leftovers for 

several nights. 
This spring, 

Allison moved 
the camera to the 
vernal pool, which 
she says, “can be 
a hotbed of activ-
ity: all those frogs 
breeding attracts 
predators, so we’re 
looking forward to 
seeing what hap-
pens there.” 

THE WOODS ARE HOME TO A  

Watch the Videos: http://bit.ly/whately-woods-video

Using highlights from the trail camera footage, Allison Bell created a  
series of short videos about the abundant wildlife in Whately Woods. 
View all these short videos on Kestrel's YouTube channel.

All of these 
images are 
taken from 
video footage 
captured by 
Allison Bell 
in Whately 
Woods.  
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Betsy Higgins is retired after 28 
years running her family childcare 
business. She lives in Florence.   

quietly observe nature and bird behavior, 
and I have a lot of patience for it. Females 
can sit in boxes for a long time, so in just 
one hour it might appear the box isn’t 
occupied, when in fact it is.

After 5 years, my patience finally 
paid off at my nest box. The female had 
disappeared: she could’ve once again 
abandoned the site. But I suspected she 
was there. The male was hanging around, 
standing guard and hunting. 

Finally, one day I saw him bring food 
for the female. When they traded places, 
I knew they had eggs. I held my breath 
for the entire 29-day incubation, for fear 
that human activity would spook them. 
Happily, they successfully raised four 
chicks! 

I LEARNED ABOUT THE KESTREL NEST 
Box Project at a Hampshire Bird Club 
meeting, and signed up to be a volunteer 
nest box monitor in 2015. I knew that 
American Kestrels have been struggling 
and this was a way I could contribute to 
their well-being.

The nest box at Crimson and Clover 
Farm was my main site, and the first few 
years were a tease. The kestrels would show 
up, but when the farming got under way 
they would leave and the box would be 
occupied by Tree Swallows. Once I saw five 
kestrels at one time, all interested in the 
box (and each other). I was so excited, but 
within two days they had all left. Though I 
was disappointed, I kept monitoring out of 
sheer stubbornness—and a commitment 
to the project.  

Monitoring 
nest boxes is 
a good fit for 
me. I love to 

VOLUNTEER VOICES 

Betsy Higgins

Learn About the Kestrel Volunteer Crews!     
kestreltrust.org/give/volunteer

G I V E  B A C K“
 What is a favorite place in the Valley where you like 
to spend time outdoors?  

2020 was a strange year, of course. Because we were spend-
ing almost all our time at home, we 
started to explore “our neighbor-
hood” in the Valley more than we 
had in the past. These visits have 
been a real highlight for us. 

We just recently discovered  
Jabish Brook Conservation Area 
and Scarborough Brook Conser-
vation Area, both in Belchertown, 
which are wonderful little walks in 
our own Pelham backyard. How 
about that visit to Mt. Pollux to 
see the fall colors? Or the visit to 
the Silvio O. Conte Wildlife Ref-
uge in Hadley to paint with some friends. Our ven-
ture further afield to Roberts Hill (Saw Mill Hills Conservation 
Area) in Northampton with friends—fully masked, of course—
gave us a chance to enjoy the view from the lookout. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

What the Outdoors Means to Us

 What is it about Kestrel Land Trust's mission 
that resonates with your personal values?  

We're passionate about creating and promoting access to 
special places here and throughout the United 

States. Realizing that philanthropy 
doesn’t have to mean having 
enormous wealth, we have made 
modest monthly donations to 
Kestrel Land Trust to support 
public access to nature locally. 

We've spent the past several 
years as residential volunteers at 
some wonderful state and national 
parks, such as the San Juan Island 
National Historic Site, WA; Acadia 
National Park, ME; Cedar Key 
Museum State Park, FL; Jimmy 
Carter National Historical Site, GA, 

and others. But as Dorothy put it so well in the Wizard of Oz, 
“There’s no place like home.” 

Gwen and Tim Whelan of Pelham are monthly sustaining members of Kestrel. They volunteer their time  
at national parks around the country, but 2020 kept them close to home, rediscovering the Valley. 

Tim & 
Gwen 
Whelan 
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COVER ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 

Annemarie Granillo
Magnolia Warbler, DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH 

I've always felt lucky to be a native of the Pioneer Valley. It’s given me an  
appreciation and a passion for nurturing and defending local places in our 
community. My photography hobby is part of this visual nurturing and nour-
ishment, as I want to share the beauty of our feathered friends who also call 
the Valley home. I photograph them as they are, living their lives, hoping this 
inspires others to get to know these wonderful creatures and respect everything 
they bring to our world. Growing up, I remember how rare it was to see an 
eagle, bluebird, or kestrel. Thanks to dedicated conservation efforts, we have 
brought them back from the brink. These birds are a living testament to the 
power of love.

YOUR VALLEY

See the entire image  
on the front cover!

Farms. Forests. Trails. Wild places.  
Today, they matter more than ever. 

Join Kestrel and our regional land trust 
partners in a 24-hour online giving event 

to support the vital work to conserve 
these lands in Western and  

Central Massachusetts.  
The land needs you. 

GiveBackToTheLand.org

Climate Change & Your Community 
WED April 28, 6:30-8 pm on Zoom

This presentation by Scott Jackson, UMass 
Amherst professor of Environmental Con-
servation, will address the impact of climate 
change on wildlife and the land. Learn about 
climate challenges and local solutions focus-
ing on the West Quabbin woodland area. 

Details & registration at kestreltrust.org

UPCOMING VIRTUAL EVENT


