
2020 Annual Impact Report   

Dear friend of the Valley,

When 2020 began, Kestrel was planning an exciting year full 
of celebrations for our 50th anniversary. Instead, facing a global 
pandemic, we cancelled those plans and hunkered down with 
the rest of the world. Yet throughout the year’s uncertainties and 
upheavals, thanks to you, our team kept working to conserve and 
care for the land we all love—and need—more than ever. 

2020 did have some silver linings: People in the Valley and 
around the nation flocked to public conservation areas with a new 

CONSERVE  |  CARE  |  CONNECT

2,038 ACRES OF WOODLANDS
Walter Jones Working Forest conserved 

with WD Cowls, MA Dept. of Fish & 
Game, and the US Forest Legacy Program

CITY PARK REVIVAL BEGINS   
14 acres added to Anniversary Hill 

Park adjacent to historic Scott Tower   
in Holyoke  

Here's some of what YOU helped accomplish in 2020...
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(or renewed) appreciation of the value 
of nature for their well-being. And, while 
the economy faltered, we were deeply 
heartened that you—our members 
both new and long-standing—showed 
your appreciation with an outpouring of 
generosity to support our work. 

In 2020, Kestrel was also honored 
to receive the Amherst Chamber of 
Commerce A+ Sustainability Award. 

With your generous membership 
support, Kestrel’s staff, board, and 
volunteers will continue the vital work to 
conserve forests for wildlife and climate, 
farms for local food, and public parks and 
trails for everyone.

The next 50 years starts now. Thank 
you for joining us on this journey.

Kristin DeBoer, Executive Director

565 ACRES ON THE RANGE  
Mt. Holyoke Range lands conserved 

for wildlife, water, and recreation, 
including a 100-acre family farm

 LAND CONSERVATION PROJECTS

NEW INQUIRIES & OPPORTUNITIES  
TO CONSERVE FORESTS, FARMS, 
AND PUBLIC LANDS COME IN  
ALL YEAR LONG!

MANY MORE!

}



 FUNDS RAISED 

2020 Highlights:  
YOU made it all POSSIBLE!

(ALL DATA FROM UNAUDITED 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.)

 FUNDS SPENT

60 VOLUNTEERS gave 580 HOURS
 to monitor conserved lands, improve trails,  
build kiosks, and enhance wildlife habitat— 

(even while social distancing! )

Conserving the land is only the first step. With your support, 
Kestrel staff and volunteers visit and assess the condition of 
conservation lands around the Valley every year.

CARE: FOR THE LANDS YOU LOVE
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 CONSERVATION 
RESTRICTIONS

CONSERVATION  
RESTRICTIONS: Private or 

town-owned lands for which 
Kestrel holds a legal obligation  
to ensure the land is used only 

for conservation purposes.  

FEE LANDS: Kestrel owns  
and manages the land.

TH ANNIVERSARY VIRTUAL 
CELEBRATION  including the Kestrel 
Founders’ Story documentary, member  
stories from the Valley, and R. Michelson  
Galleries’ online art show for the land  

2.5 MILES of new trails created  

9 MILES  of trails improved 

2 KIOSKS & 4 BENCHES built & installed   

CONNECT: 
PEOPLE AND THE LAND

2020 Financial Overview

Public Funds

Individuals

Foundation Grants

Landowner Bargain Sales

Other Income

Total: $7,758,639

 

Land Conservation  

Project Management, 
Community Programs & 
Operations

Total: $7,697,263
 

Member support is the foundation of Kestrel’s budget: Your gifts are multiplied tenfold when our team secures public funds,  
landowner donations, or private grant funding to conserve and care for Valley lands. In 2020 your financial support helped Kestrel 
leverage more than $5.5 million to protect 2,954 acres of forests, parks, and wildlife habitat. Thank you!

$6,978,562

$718,701

$5,577,535

$335,000$876,832
$519,700

 VIDEOS  produced about 
wildlife and the land, receiving  
more than 10,000 views

CREATE: PARKS & TRAILS FOR EVERYONE 

$449,572

LEARN HOW YOU CAN LEAVE  
A LEGACY FOR THE LAND AT  
KESTRELTRUST.ORG/GIVE/LEGACY

GIVE: A LEGACY FOR THE LAND

Pelham residents George and 
Hope Wright were loyal members 
of Kestrel and strong supporters 
of our work to protect wetlands,  
forests, and scenic byways. Through 
a generous bequest to Kestrel in 
2020, the Wrights left a legacy that 
will help preserve 
the Valley’s special 
places for future 
generations.


