
WOODLANDS

What Are Woodlands? 
In its Wildlands and Woodlands, Farmlands and Commu-
nities report, Harvard Forest defines woodlands as forest-
ed lands that are actively managed for wood products, 
plant and wildlife habitat, recreation, or other reasons. 

This report calls for 70% of the New England land-
scape to be conserved as forest, with 90% of the forests as 
woodland, and the remaining 10% as wildland. Conserved 
woodlands are made up of trees of different ages, spe-
cies and structure, and are permanently protected from 
development. These woodlands are managed to provide a 
range of economic and environmental benefits. 

The majority of Massachusetts forests are privately 
owned. It's important that landowners are able afford to 
keep their land as forest so it can meet their needs while 
also providing community benefits. For example, with 
careful management, woodlands can still store carbon to 
help address climate change. 

Y O U R  L A N D ,  Y O U R  C H O I C E S

Kestrel Land Trust conserves, cares for and connects people to the forests, 
farms, and riverways that make the Pioneer Valley a great place to live. Our 
goal for the Valley’s forests is to protect a network of connected wildlands 
and woodlands to conserve habitat for wildlife, safeguard drinking water 
sources, provide for outdoor recreation, support sustainable forestry, and 
promote resiliency to climate change. 

As a landowner, you can help by learning about options for managing or conserving your own 
forest. Your land may be valuable to you as woodland if:

 You value the income you receive from forest
products, like timber or maple syrup.

 You love being in the woods, hiking, hunting
or enjoying wildlife

 You want your land to be available for sustain-
able forestry, even if the land passes from your family.

“Conservation means harmony 
between men and land. When land 

does well for its owner, and the 
owner does well by his land; when 

both end up better by reason of their 
partnership, we have conservation. 

When one or the other 
grows poorer, we do not.” 

— ALDO LEOPOLD

W H A T  C A N  I  D O ?   > >



New England Woodlands Are at Risk
Forests are the green fabric surrounding our 
communities, sustaining our clean water and air, 
providing critical habitat for resident wildlife and 
migratory birds, and carbon sinks—an important  
natural solution to mitigate climate change. 

Yet New England forests are being lost at a rate 
of 24,000 acres per year. The Valley’s forests are 
increasingly for sale as landowners age and seek to 
transfer land. That puts forests at risk of becoming 
fragmented by poorly planned development and new 
roads, as demand for housing grows.  

How You Can Help 
LANDOWNERS: Forest owners can choose to  

conserve their land through a donation of the land or of 
a conservation restriction on the land, through a be-
quest in your will, or a sale or bargain sale of the land to 
a conservation organization. We can help you determine 
which option is right for your land, your goals, and your 
situation. 

EVERYONE: Join Kestrel Land Trust to conserve the 
woodlands you love. And, buy local wood products, 
especially from protected woodlands to help maintain 
woodlands in our landscape.

The vast majority of forests in Massachusetts are owned by private 
landowners, like you. The decisions you make today about your land 
will impact the Valley for generations. 

Are You Ready to Learn More?     
Landowners, visit kestreltrust.org/conserve/ 
process/ or call (413) 549-1097. 

Donors, visit kestreltrust.org/give/donate
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Resources for Woodland Owners
Masswoods.org:  
MassWoods is a one stop clearinghouse for resources 
related to owning and managing private woodlands. 
It directs you to financial, forestry, and ecological 
information to help you afford, manage and enjoy your 
woods. You'll also find guidance on estate planning 
and conservation programs that can help your bottom 
line and ensure your land remains forested, producing 
lumber and community benefits into the future.

Massachusetts Conservation Land Tax Credit: 
This program provides tax credits associated with the 
donation of conservation land or the donation of a 
conservation restriction. Land that supports drinking 
water supplies, wildlife habitat, agricultural and forestry 
production, recreational opportunities, and scenic and 
cultural values may qualify for the program. The land 
must be permanently protected. Approved landowners 
are provided with a tax credit of up to 50% of the 
donated value, to a maximum credit of $75,000.

Forest Ownership in Massachusetts

Average Age of 
Forest Landowner 

Today:

> 60 years old


