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In 1955, Stanley and Bernice Greenberg were newlyweds liv-
ing in Northampton when they decided to buy a piece of 
forested land in Westhampton. In 1958, they made that forest 
their home, as they moved with their two young daughters, Car-

olyn and Rebecca, to the 
house they had built there. 
Their relatives visiting from 
Springfield and New York 
City would marvel at the 
trees, the good country air, 
the quiet, and the beauty of 
rural Westhampton, Rebecca 
recalls.     

 “We grew up with a 
sense of how special the land 
was,” Rebecca said. “We 
have such good memories of 
exploring the forest: Visiting 
the brook with our grandfa-
ther on hot summer days, 

hearing the peepers and whip-poor-wills, seeing deer and wild 
turkeys, and following rabbits’ tracks through the snowy woods.” 

 
Giving	a	Cherished	Family	Forest	to	the	Whole	Community 

Now, more than 60 years later, this beloved landscape has 
been permanently conserved through this family’s generosity. 
Because of their deep appreciation of the land, Rebecca and Car-
olyn have donated their 65 acres to Kestrel Land Trust.  “We felt 
that donating this land in our parents’ memory would be a won-
derful way for us to acknowledge and honor them, while 
preserving the woods they cherished so that it could be shared 
with the community they loved and called home,” Rebecca said.  
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65 acres donated in Westhampton will become a natural retreat for the community.  
 

One	Family’s	Generosity	Will	Benefit	Generations	to	Come		

Rebecca	&	Carolyn	Green-
berg	in	1961	on	their	family’s	
land	in	Westhampton.	 
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During their lifetimes, 
Stanley and Bernice invited 
their neighbors to walk the 
trails through the woods and 
along Sodom Brook, which 
supports native brook trout 
populations as well as the 
local water supply. Now, even 
more opportunities for public 
enjoyment of the land will be 
created under Kestrel’s own-
ership, in collaboration with 
the local community.  

“This wonderful property 
is already enjoyed by its 
neighbors, so we’re excited to 
share it with people from 
surrounding communities as 
well,” said Mark Wamsley, Kestrel’s Land Conservation Manager. This 
property will be the first project in Kestrel’s new “Nature Next Door” 
initiatives to create welcoming natural spaces closer to residential cen-
ters, and offer programs that supports community interests and needs.  

In addition to becoming more accessible to the neighborhood and 
the general public for hiking and other passive recreation, Kestrel’s 
new conservation area also has the potential to become an educational 
resource, since the land is adjacent to Hampshire Regional High 
School. As a “Learning Landscape,” the forest and stream could be a 
living laboratory for science classes or provide an inspiring setting for 
art classes.  

The Greenberg’s generous donation of 
the land they love is a gift that will be shared 
with the Valley for generations to come.  
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MORE	TO	COME:	Stay	
tuned	for	updates	as	
we	unveil	this	new	

property	to	the	public	
in	2017!	
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Expanding	Horizons	for	Young	People	
To ensure that future generations care about the land, we must give young 
people the chance to form bonds with nature. That’s why Kestrel is pleased 
to be hosting our first Youth Education Coordinator through the Ameri-
Corps MassLIFT program. Madlyn MacKillop is supporting the Outdoor 
Programs at Amherst Regional High School (ARHS), and plans to work 
with Dean Technical and Holyoke High Schools to incorporate outdoor 
education into their programs as well.  

The Outdoor Programs have been an integral part of the ARHS since 
1964, when a group 
of students interest-
ed in outdoor trips 
partnered with their 
physics teacher, 
Charlie Camp, to 
create the Outing 
Club. Since then, the 
Outing Club, along 
with Outdoor Lead-

ership and Survival Living, has inspired, educated, and empowered students 
to develop their leadership and outdoor skills.  

In the past few years, the Outdoor Programs have needed more volun-
teer support, and Madlyn is excited to provide it. This semester, she is co-
teaching the Outdoor Adventure and Leadership class, where students have 
been hiking, backpacking, caving, rappelling, cooking, learning their knots, 
and having memorable experiences outdoors. The students have hiked to 
the Summit House on the Mt. Holyoke Range, to the horse caves and Mt. 
Norwottuck, and to Mt. Sugarloaf. Starting in January, Madlyn will be 
working with the Survival Living program, where students learn survival 
skills and develop new relationships with the natural world.  

In 2017, Madlyn will begin working in Holyoke with the Reconnecting 
Youth program, spending time outside with students in parks, on moun-
tains—including Mt. Tom—and in other nearby nature areas. 

	

The	Outdoor	Adventure	&	Leadership	class	practices	
setting	up	tents	at	Mt.	Pollux	Conservation	Area.	
	

This	 fall,	 the	
Kestrel	 office	
got	busier	than	
ever	 as	 we	
welcomed	 four	
new	 MassLIFT	
service	 mem-
bers	 to	 the	
Kestrel	 team.	
This	AmeriCorps	program	provides	land	trusts	with	full-
time,	 year-long	volunteers	to	help	us	get	more	done.	
This	 is	 the	 first	 time	 Kestrel	 has	 ever	 had	more	 than	
two	service	members,	and	our	newest	position	allows	
us	to	reach	youth	 in	ways	we	haven’t	been	able	to	 in	
the	past.	(See	“Expanding	Horizons”	at	left.)	
	
Meet	Our	MassLIFT	Volunteers	

Lee	Halasz,	our	Regional	Conservation	Coordina-
tor,	is	supporting	regional	farmland	conservation;	our	
Youth	 Education	 Coordinator,	 Madlyn	 MacKillop	 is	
getting	 high-school	 students	 outdoors;	 Charlotte	
Malmborg,	 our	 Land	 Stewardship	 Coordinator,	 is	
training	stewardship	volunteers	to	 care	for	 the	 land;	
and	Katharine	Winkler,	our	Community	Engagement	
Coordinator,	 is	 planning	 programs	 to	 highlight	 con-
nections	between	nature,	arts,	history,	and	culture.	

We	are	thrilled	to	have	them	here	for	the	2016-17	
service	year.	Stay	tuned	to	hear	more	about	the	great	
work	 they're	 helping	 to	 make	 possible	 on	 the	 land	
and	in	the	community.		

Learn	more	about	our	new	volunteers	at		
kestreltrust.org!	

Building	Our	Impact	With		
4	New	AmeriCorps	Volunteers	

The	Toads	Get	Their	Pool	

In	November,	the	pool	holds	the	stuff	that	
toads	dream	about	in	their	winter	burrows!	

The	 Eastern	 Spadefoot	 Toad	
population	in	Massachusetts	 is	
in	trouble	due	in	part	to	loss	of	
habitat	 for	 breeding.	 For	 two	
years,	 we’ve	 been	working	on	
creating	 a	 new	 breeding	 pool	
for	the	rare	local	toads	on	con-
served	land	in	Sunderland.	This	
fall,	 the	 pool	 finally	 filled	with	
water,	 and	 in	 the	 spring	 we	
hope	to	see	a	new	generation	
of	Spadefoot	Toads!		

Over	two	days,	30	volunteers	
dug	out	the	pool	site	by	hand…	

…	spread	out	three	layers	
of	new	liner	material...	

…then	replaced	the	soil,	
shovelful	by	shovelful.		
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What	Does	the	Election	Mean	for	the	Valley’s	Lands?		
	Changes in federal leadership will make local land conservation more important than ever. 
 

Horse	Mountain	to	Be	Conserved	With	Community	Support	
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During the past election season, one thing almost everyone 
could agree on is that it highlighted deep divides in our country. 
Despite those differences, we believe most people truly care for 
the land—especially in the Pioneer Valley—and in protecting it 
and caring for it together, we can find common ground.  

Nevertheless, clearly challenges lie ahead. Here’s a look at 
what could change for land conservation at the federal level, and 
what we can all do to help locally:  
 
What	Might	Change:		
1? The President-elect’s chosen leaders of our nation’s environ-
mental agencies will likely propose changes to weaken federal 
laws that protect the health of our land, air, and water.  

2? The United States could cancel its participation in the 
United Nations Paris Climate Agreement, which is intended 
to strengthen ways to reduce carbon emissions by promoting 
energy efficiency, renewable energy, and forest conservation. 

3? Land trusts’ most important source of federal funds, the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), could be weak-
ened or lost. LWCF has provided critical funding for 50 years in 
all 50 states to protect land. It comes from fees on offshore oil 
and gas drilling, NOT from your taxes. 
	
What	We	Can	All	Do:		
1! Stay informed and advocate to your elected officials so your 
opinions are heard. To ensure that they understand why you 
care, we need to work harder at building bridges across polit-
ical and cultural divides. Kestrel will do this by showing how 
farms and forests are relevant to the lives of people everywhere. 

PROMISING	NEWS	FOR	FORESTS:	Kestrel	recently	led	a	
land	trust	coalition	to	double	the	designated	area	that’s	
open	to	federal	Forest	Legacy	grants	in	Massachusetts.	
Landowners	in	51	more	towns	will	now	be	eligible	to	

sell	their	development	rights	and	permanently	protect	
their	forest	land.	In	fact,	for	2017,	a	Forest	Legacy	grant	
totaling	$2,895,000	is	awaiting	Congressional	approval	
to	conserve	2,000	acres	of	woodlands	in	Shutesbury.				
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The	double	peaks	and	ridgeline	of	Horse	Mountain	
creates	an	iconic	landmark	separating	the	Towns	of	
Williamsburg	and	Hatfield.	Its	steep	forested	up-
lands	and	lower	wetlands	provide	an	excellent	
diversity	of	wildlife	habitat,	and	its	dramatic	topog-
raphy	helps	make	the	area	resilient	to	the	impacts	
of	a	changing	climate.	This	area	is	critical	for	animals	
like	black	bear	and	bobcat	that	require	large	ranges	
of	undeveloped	land,	as	it	can	provide	connections	
to	hundreds	of	acres	of	other	conserved	lands.			
Now,	128	acres	on	Horse	Mountain	may	soon	be	

conserved	forever.	The	Cole	family	has	owned	this	
land	for	decades,	and	has	managed	the	forest	well,	
helping	to	maintain	its	high-quality	habitat.	Kestrel	
is	working	with	the	family,	as	well	as	the	towns	of	
Hatfield	and	Williamsburg	to	protect	the	land	for	
wildlife,	and	to	realize	the	potential	of	miles	of	
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new	hiking	trails	that	could	be	accessed	
from	either	town.		
Kat	Deely,	Kestrel’s	Community	Con-

servation	Manager,	said	that	thanks	to	a	
state	LAND	grant,	and	a	grant	from	the	
Open	Space	Institute,	she	anticipates	a	
successful	conclusion	to	this	complex	
project.	The	final	step	is	for	the	Town	of	
Hatfield	to	support	CPA	funding	of	the	
final	40%	of	the	project	costs	in	the	
spring	of	2017.		
	“Everyone	involved—the	landowners	

who	gave	a	bargain	sale,	the	Town	Select	
Boards,	Conservation	Commissions,	Open	
Space	Committees	and	Trails	Commit-
tee—have	been	really	energized	to	see	
this	project	happen,”	Kat	said.	

Horse	Mountain	has	excellent	
habitat	for	wildlife,	including		bob-
cats	that	make	tracks	like	these.		 

WHAT	YOU	CAN	DO:	If	you’re	
a	Hatfield	resident,	please	
vote	to	support	CPA	funding	

for	Horse	Mountain	at		
Spring	Town	Meeting!	
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2! Do your part to reduce your carbon footprint, and sup-
port organizations that offer solutions. Kestrel is committed 
to conserving our region’s forests—the lungs of the earth—to 
help sequester carbon and slow the rate of climate change.  

3! Kestrel will continue to advocate to ensure that federal fund-
ing for protection of our nation’s land and water remains a 
bipartisan priority in Congress. Federal funding makes up 
about 30% of all our project funds. The other 70% comes from 
our leveraging of municipal and state funding, which your  
support enables us to do. Our work to conserve land is only 
possible because of private donations from thousands of  
people like you. 

In these uncertain times, all of us at Kestrel are more moti-
vated than ever to conserve and care for the places that matter 
to you—and you have the power to help us do it.   
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P.O. Box 1016 
Amherst, MA 01004 

Conserve the Val ley You Love 	

Upcoming	Events	
Tuesday,	December	20,	6:30	pm,	Hadley.	Winter	
Solstice	Night	Walk	for	the	Spirit.	Guided	by	Robert	
Jonas,	co-sponsored	by	USFWS.	RSVP	required.		

Sunday,	New	Year’s	Day	2017,	Noon	–	2	pm,	
Belchertown.	Explore	the	Reed	Conservation	Area	
with	wildlife	biologist	Dave	King.	RSVP	required.	

Sunday,	New	Year’s	Day	2017,	Noon	–	2	pm,	
Northampton.	Explore	Fitzgerald	Lake	woodlands	
with	naturalist	John	Body.	RSVP	appreciated.	

Visit	kestreltrust.org	for	details.	
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Making	your	year-end	donation	list?		
Consider	this:	

Double	your	impact:	If	your	employer	matches	
charitable	gifts,	be	sure	to	fill	out	the	match	form.	

Give	securities:	Donating	appreciated	securities	
may	offer	tax	advantages.	

Give	from	your	IRA:	If	you	are	70	½	or	older,	
check	with	your	tax	advisor	about	the	benefits	of	
giving	directly	from	your	IRA	(charitable	IRA	
rollover).		

Last	minute?	Kestrel’s	online	giving	page	is	open	
24/7,	right	up	to	midnight	on	December	31.		

More	information	about	the	benefits	of	year-end	
giving	may	be	found	at	kestreltrust.org/donate;	
please	write	to	monica@kestreltrust.org	if	you	
need	assistance.		

Kestrel’s	work	to	conserve	forest	and		
farmland	is	made	possible	by		

our	supporters	who	love	the	Valley.	

Thank	you	for	your	generous	support!	

Generosity’s	Many	Benefits	

Yes!	I	will	help	Kestrel	Land	Trust	conserve	forests	
and	farms	for	our	planet’s	future.	

Here	is	my	gift	of:				$10						$25								$50							$100						$250						Other:	$_____	

OR	DONATE	ONLINE:	kestreltrust.org	

Name	______________________________________________________	

Address	_____________________________________________________	

Email	________________________________	Phone	_________________	

q	I	would	like	to	join	Kestrel’s	monthly	giving	circle	and	support		
conservation	year-round.	Use	your	credit	card	to	give	online	at		
kestreltrust.org	or	return	this	form	with	your	first	installment.	

Thank	you	for	helping	
conserve	the	Valley	
you	love,	this	year		

and	always.	

Happy Holidays!   
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