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Kestrel is grateful for the decades of volunteer service provided by three retiring Board members: 
Paul Beaulieu (1991-2017), Judith Eiseman (1986-2017), Margaret Hepler (2002-2015)

STAFF

Kristin DeBoer, Executive Director
Kari Blood, Communications & Outreach Manager
Kat Deely, Community Conservation Manager
Monica Green, Development Director
Mary Lou Splain, Office Manager
Christine Volonte, Stewardship Manager
Mark Wamsley, Land Conservation Manager

2015 & 2016 income 
   Total Gifts, Grants & Other Income:
    $2,164,257

Combined Financial Overview for January 2015 & 2016
Kestrel Land Trust ensures that every dollar you donate leverages public funds to conserve and care for Valley 
lands. Over the past two and a half years, your financial support has leveraged over $9 million in public funding 
to protect more than 2,000 acres of forests, farmlands, and riverlands.

Our annual budget covers the professional costs associated with saving and stewarding land, as well as creating 
opportunities for more people to explore and feel at home on the land, whether hiking through a forest or 
visiting a farm. We rely on more than 1,000 people like you to cover these critical expenses. 

Your generous support enables Kestrel to conserve the Valley we all love.

FY2012 Financial Overview  
of Operating Budget

unrestricted income

individual donors
foundations/community groups
fee for service
local businesses

operating expenses

land, stewardship & outreach mgmt
administrative
development

$209,618
$21,061
$17,070
$3,500

total: 
$251,249

$187,185
$36,765
$11,483

total: 
$235,433

83%
8%
7%
1%

80%
16%

5%

Thank you for helping to make it all possible!

A LEGACY FOR THE LAND 
If you were to hold the 1970 founding document of 
The Kestrel Trust, you would see Robert McClung's 
signature among those of other founders. Trained in 
biology and zoology, Bob's passion for wildlife led him 
to a successful career as a writer of children's books 
about animals, most of which he illustrated himself.

Bob and his wife Gale, who was also a writer and 
edited the Mount Holyoke College Alumnae 
Magazine for many years, left a bequest to Kestrel 
Land Trust that was received in 2015. Their generous 
gift will help ensure that lands Bob and Gale loved will 
forever shelter wildlife, and that future generations of 
children will be able to learn about animals in their 
natural environment as well as in books.  

$1,484,290
$311,158

total  
expenses:
$1,795,4480

public funds leveraged
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17%

83%

Conservation, Stewardship &  
Community Programs

Fundraising, Administrative &  
Occupancy

2015 & 2016 expenses

2015

2016

Jan.-June 2017

$2,235,150

Kestrel Land Trust collaborated with municipal, 
state, and federal agencies to leverage $9,189,535 
in public grants for conservation of 2,042 acres 
between January 1, 2015-June 30, 2017.

$3,734,129 $3,220,256

PO Box 1016
Amherst, MA 01004 
(413) 549-1097
KestrelTrust.org

HIGHLIGHTS  
FROM THE VALLEY

J A N UA RY 2 0 1 5  – 
J U N E 2 0 1 7  

613 ACRES OF PRODUCTIVE 
FARMLAND BECAME 

“FOREVER FARMLAND” 

954 ACRES CONSERVED FOR 
HIKING, BIRD WATCHING, 

AND EXPLORING

1,439 ACRES OF FOREST AND 
WETLANDS PROTECTED FOR 

WILDLIFE HABITAT

Here's what your support accomplished...

CONSERVE   |  CREATE   |   CARE   |  CONNECT    

design by
Seth Gregory Design
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recreation waterSPECIAL
PLACES  

you helped conserve

The Lands  
That Sustain Us
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hatfield

northampton

easthampton

hadley

amherst

granby
south hadley

holyoke

belchertown

pelham

leverett

shutesbury

sunderland

deerfield

whately

williamsburg

southampton

westhampton

wildlife farmland

Learn more about these 
and other lands at our new 

website: kestreltrust.org 

Here is just a sample of the nearly 40 conservation projects completed 
between January 2015 and June 2017 with your support. 

town conservation areas 
1   Buffam Brook Community Forest .............. Pelham ................... 
2   Horse Mountain  ........................................... Hatfield, W'msburg 
3   Holland Glen 2 ............................................... Belchertown ............ 
4   Bare Mountain (Mt Holyoke Range) ........... South Hadley .......... 
5   Cook-County Road ........................................ Southampton, .........

state lands

6   Brushy Mountain (DFG) .............................. Leverett ................... 
7   Mount Holyoke Range (DCR) ....................... Granby  ...................

protected farmlands

8   Barstow's Longview Farm  .............................. Hadley .................... 
9   Foxcroft Farm .................................................. Amherst ................. 
10  Clapp Farm ..................................................... Westhampton ........ 
11  Mitchell Farm ................................................ Amherst ..................

kestrel-owned lands

12  Michael J. Elkins Memorial Woodland ....... Amherst....................
13  Greenberg Family Conservation Area ........ Westhampton ....... 
14  Pemberton Memorial Forest ....................... Pelham ...................

conservation restrictions on private land

15  Hampshire College (Mt. Holyoke Range)... Hadley ..................... 
16  Smith College (MacLeish Field Station) ..... Whately ..................
17  Martin-Held Conservation Restriction .......Westhampton....... 

Easthampton
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Saving the Black Bear's Home in the Forest
It’s a brisk fall day, and the female black bear has a belly full of acorns and the last of the fruits from the 
forest. It’s a good thing, because she has a challenging winter ahead as her first litter of cubs is soon to 
be born in the darkness of her den. She needs at least 10 square miles to ensure she has enough food 
sources throughout the year for herself and her cubs. 

As she moves from hardwood groves to forest openings thick with wild raspberry brambles, it doesn’t 
matter to her that she has crossed a property line drawn on a map. What matters is that the habitat 
she roams is large and the places she visits are connected. Though the lines we impose on the land are 
meaningless to the bear, those lines are critically important to her when they represent land that is 
permanently conserved. That's why Kestrel aims to conserve contiguous forest from Leverett to Pelham, 
west of the Quabbin Reservoir.

WILDLIFE NEEDS RESILIENT FORESTS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
3,486 acres of woodlands owned by W.D. Cowls on Brushy Mountain were conserved as the Paul C. Jones 
Working Forest in 2011. In 2015, Kestrel and its partners at the Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game 
worked with two willing landowners to conserve another148 acres on Brushy Mountain. In Pelham, we 
worked with the town and the Pemberton family to acquire 30 acres adjacent to another 500 acres of 
forest that Kestrel conserved decades ago. Conserving smaller areas next to large blocks of forest provides 
critical habitat connections for black bears and other wildlife species.  

Protecting large blocks of forests is more important than ever as New England faces the effects of climate 
change. In the spring of 2017, Kestrel helped the towns of Hatfield and Williamsburg permanently 
conserve 128 acres on Horse Mountain, providing wildlife connections to hundreds of acres of other 
conserved lands. The terrain on Horse Mountain varies from low wetlands to steep rocky outcrops. These 
characteristics, among others, add up to a "resilient landscape" where plants and animals can find new 
places to live if their habitats change or disappear due to new climate conditions.

FOREST AS LIVING LABORATORY
Early in 2017, the town of Pelham became 
home to a new kind of forest—a unique 
“living laboratory” that will demonstrate the 
benefits of sustainable forestry on climate 
change resilience. Four private landowners 
worked with Kestrel to sell their land below 
market value to the Town of Pelham to create 
Buffam Brook Community Forest: 161 acres 
that will provide educational, recreational, 
and economic benefits for the community. 
With scientific input from foresters at the 
University of Massachusetts, the forest will 
be carefully managed to increase its resilience 
to the impacts of climate change, making it 
better able to recover from disturbances like 
hurricanes or drought. And, landowners, 
students, and researchers will be able to 
observe and learn about forestry approaches 
for a more sustainable future.  

LEARN MORE
Find out how forests are impacted by 
climate change and what can be done. 
"Increasing Forest Resiliency for  
an Uncertain Future," UMass Amherst

>> masswoods.net/caring-your-land/
forest-resiliency
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CONSERVE  
Our Forests 

“With landscapes everywhere endangered 
these days, we can be overwhelmed by  
the magnitude of the work to be done.  
The challenges facing the earth are huge, 
but here in the Valley Kestrel is saving land 
and showing us why land conservation is 
important to us all. Given the stakes,  
why wouldn’t I support Kestrel?” 

Susan Haff
volunteer, south deerfield 
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CONSERVE  
Our Farmlands

Farming for the Future of Food
It was in the earliest years of a new century—the 1800s, that is—when the first Barstow family put 
down roots in a hamlet called Hockanum next to the Connecticut River. For the next seven generations,  
those roots went deep into the family's land in the town of Hadley, as they raised dairy cows and farmed 
at the foot of the Mount Holyoke Range. 

Dairy farming presented challenges to each successive generation. Though many farm families 
eventually retired from working the land, the Barstow clan always looked to the future to keep the farm 
vital. In 2015, brothers David and Stephen worked with Kestrel to permanently conserve 123 acres of 
their family's land with an Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR). With proceeds from the APR, 
they installed the latest technology for milking and caring for their cows. They also invested in green 
technologies that harness energy from farm and food waste to power their own and other farms.

PRESERVING FARMLAND BENEFITS OUR COMMUNITIES
The Barstows' decision to conserve and care for their land reflects their belief in the importance of all 
people being good stewards to the land. In 2015, 2016, and the first half of 2017, Kestrel helped other 
farmland owners throughout the Valley make a similar commitment to their own land. Three farms in 
Hadley conserved a total of 264 acres of productive farmland. Another 136 acres on two Amherst farms 
and 58 acres on a Westhampton farm are all now "Forever Farmland."

Protecting farmland ensures this land will be kept in active agricultural production, enhancing local 
food security. The process compensates farmers in cash for the development value of their land, so 
they can invest in their farm or divide assets during generational transitions, rather than sell their land 
for development. And, protecting local farms strengthens our communities by helping agricultural 
businesses thrive and keeping dollars within our local economy.

Foxcroft Farm was one of the last 
unprotected farms in Amherst. Its 63 acres 
stretch between South East Street to the 
Norwottuck Rail Trail and the Lawrence 
Swamp Conservation Area. Kestrel worked 
closely with the landowner and the state of 
Massachusetts to permanently protect this 
land, which was completed in early 2017. 
Now, Amherst has a contiguous block of 
preserved farms that will help sustain the 
town's agricultural economy.

But Foxcroft Farm sustains more than 
crops: It also supports wildlife habitat in 
the adjacent conservation areas for bear, 
bobcat, and many bird species. And, with its 
extensive frontage on the Norwottuck Rail 
Trail, conserving this farmland ensures that 
scenic views of the Mount Holyoke Range 
will remain forever for everyone to enjoy.

FARMLAND PROVIDES MORE 
THAN CROPS

“We could not have conserved our farm 
without enormous help from Kestrel 
Land Trust. Kestrel was there with a 
steady hand and they kept us on track.  
They truly care, and they are the experts!” 

James Hoerle 
owner of foxcroft farm, amherst 

FIND OUT MORE 
Learn about the robotic milkers & green 
energy at Barstow's Longview Farm or  
visit the farm store and take a tour. 

>> barstowslongviewfarm.com
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New Discoveries Are Open to Everyone
“Oh my god, look at that view! I didn’t think I’d make it up here, but I did it!” The 30-something woman 
is laughing—and a little out of breath—as she and her friends emerge from a wooded trail onto a rocky 
outcrop. She has lived in the city of Holyoke all her life, but this was the first time she ever hiked Mount 
Tom—or any mountain at all. Most of her friends have never experienced this before either. The women 
admire the view together, taking selfies while appreciating their accomplishment and scenic reward. 

This is what public lands are for: Discovering something new to appreciate outdoors—or within yourself. 
From state parks like Mount Tom and the Mount Holyoke Range, to town conservation areas like 
Fitzgerald Lake in Northampton, to neighborhood nature retreats like Kestrel's new Greenberg Family 
Conservation Area, these places are for everyone to enjoy in their own way. 

  
CONSERVATION FOR THE COMMUNITY
It's one of the ways Kestrel has focused more resources on Community Conservation: Saving land  
for people, as well as for wildlife or farming. In 2015, with the help of state and local partners and 
many willing landowners, we reached our goal of conserving 1,000 acres of lands on the Mount  
Holyoke Range. This was made possible by a $1.5 million Landscape Partnership Grant, as well as $1.5 
million in matching support from foundations and individuals like you. Protection of these lands cre-
ates more opportunties for people to explore the Valley. 

Kestrel also partnered with the towns of Northampton, Amherst, Pelham, Belchertown, Hatfield and  
Williamsburg to create new public conservation areas and to take on permanent stewardship  respon-
sibilities  for 670 acres of public forests and other lands. These special places are open  to everyone  for 
hiking, bird-watching, picnicking, and more.

A FAMILY FOREST FOR ALL 
On a warm July day in Westhampton, the 
clouds covered the sky, but at this special 
forest, the rain held off almost magically. 
Nearly 40 volunteers came out for Kestrel’s 
first Community Trail Day on our new 65-
acre nature retreat: the Greenberg Family 
Conservation Area. This lovely forest and 
the picturesque Sodom Brook are rich 
with wildlife, but also offer space for quiet 
reflection in nature.

In 2016, the land was generously donated to 
Kestrel by Rebecca and Carolyn Greenberg in 
memory of their parents, Stanley and Bernice.  
Our volunteers spent the day improving and 
adding to the existing informal trail system so 
that the public may soon enjoy this magical 
woodland and stream as well. 

There is still  more trail work to be done, as 
well as the creation of a parking area. If you'd 
like to volunteer or donate, contact us! 

COME EXPLORE 
Subscribe to Kestrel's email news 
to find out about upcoming events 
and new places you have helped 
conserve in the Valley.

>> kestreltrust.org/email-list-signup/
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CREATE
Places for People

“My husband roamed the trails on our 
land with our dogs almost daily for 
many years. When we began to think 
about the future of our property, we were 
aware of the fine work of Kestrel Land 
Trust and decided to contact them. We 
did not want to see this beautiful place 
developed and Kestrel was the perfect 
partner for reaching our goals." 

Jane Pemberton
landowner, pelham
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Volunteers Are the Heart of Our Work
Every year, because of your support, Kestrel is able to conserve more and more of the special places that 
matter most to each of us. We have taken on responsibility for stewardship of 1,000 acres in just the past 
four years! Each of these special places needs to be cared for on an annual basis:  It is our dedicated Stew 
Crew volunteers who help get this important work done.

Our Property Monitors visit thousands of acres every year to ensure that each property is in good con-
dition and that it's being used only as intended to preserve its natural resources. Our Land & Trail Crew 
volunteers get their hands dirty making these places better for wildlife and people: Pulling invasive weeds, 
improving trails, and enhancing wildlife habitat. Our Kestrel Nest Box Monitors keep an eye on the next 
generation of American kestrels, providing valuable data to the Massachusetts State Ornithologist's state-
wide study, which helps us learn more about how to save Kestrel Land Trust’s namesake.

REMEMBERING A FRIEND
In June 2015, friends and family gathered to 
dedicate the new Dorie Goldman Memorial 
Trail on Kestrel's land next to the Amethyst 
Brook Conservation Area. Dorie was a baker, 
a singer, and a Kestrel volunteer, as well as a 
beloved member of the community who had 
a tremendous passion for wilderness. 

Kestrel was inspired to create this half-mile 
loop in her memory because of her love of 
hiking the nearby Pelham Hills. More than 30 
volunteers worked over three weekends to 
cut vegetation, dig stumps, and level the forest 
floor to create the trail that now connects to 
the Amethyst Brook trail system. 

““I love this trail—it matters so  
much to me. All the places Kestrel  
has protected make such a  
difference in my life.” 

a trail runner  
at amethyst brook  
conservation area 
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CARE
For the Future

Together We're Caring for More of the Valley You Love

Our Stew Crew Volunteers Help to Get Things Done!

42 conservation 
restrictions

2015

2,410  
acres 2,768  

acres

546  
acres

398  
acres}

3,354 acres*

2016

32 fee lands

9 other

649 
acres

400  
acres}

3,817 acres*

52 conservation 
restrictions 10 other

30 fee lands

2,319 acres monitored 
by volunteers in 2015

2,268 acres monitored 
by volunteers in 2016

38 volunteers gave
232 hours

to improve trails & 
habitats in 2016

20 volunteers gave  
115 hours

to monitor kestrel 
nest boxes in 2016

24 volunteers gave
168 hours

to build a new  
spadefoot toad  

breding pool in 2016

volunteers gave163 1,295 hours in 2015 volunteers gave140 1,085 hours in 2016 

*total amount of 
land under our care 

as of december  
of each year

ri
ch

ar
d 

go
ld

m
an

YOU CAN HELP
 Join the Stew Crew or one of  
Kestrel's other volunteer crews.  
Learn more and sign up at:

>> kestreltrust.org/give/volunteer

Conservation Restrictions: 
Private or town-owned  
lands for which Kestrel  
holds a legal obligation  

to ensure the land is used 
only for conservation 

purposes. 

Fee Lands: Kestrel owns  
and manages the land.

Other Land: Short-term 
deed restrictions or  

easements that Kestrel  
must uphold. 

Since 2013, the 
Kestrel Nest 

Box Project has 
supported 19 

pairs of kestrels, 
hatching 79 chicks, 

with a high of 28 
chicks in spring 

2017.

Volunteers helped rebuild 
a breeding pool for the rare 
Eastern Spadefoot Toad in 
Sunderland.
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CONNECT  
People to the Land

Helping the Next Generation Love the Land
If the lands we conserve today are truly to be protected forever, future generations need to care about 
them as much as we do. That's why Kestrel created a new Community Conservation program in 2015 to 
focus on connecting young people with the natural world. 

In 2016-2017, our AmeriCorps MassLIFT Youth Education Coordinator worked with 25 teens in 
Amherst and Holyoke to provide positive, memorable experiences outdoors. With her support of the 
Amherst Regional High School Outdoor Program, students learned leadership and wilderness skills 
while they hiked, camped, and completed multi-day solo treks in the woods. In Holyoke, students 
at Dean Technical High School spent time outside in parks and paddling on the river. Many of these 
students had never spent much time outdoors before. These experiences helped to build the teens' 
confidence, and strengthened their relationships with the natural world. 

The 5K for Farmland & Farmers' Market 
Festival in 2015 & 2016 each brought 500 
people out to celebrate our local farms, 
raising nearly $24,000 to conserve farmland.

“We appreciate the beautiful landscape 
we see around us in the Valley each day. 
Kestrel's efforts to preserve open space 
and educate people through their  
programs are very important to us!" 

Jim & Gigi Barnhill  
Amherst

Sharing Experiences & Making Memories on the Land 

Our Walks & Talks, and special programs like 
Breakfast & Birding, gave nearly 1,000 people 
fun ways to explore the Valley and meet new 
friends in 2015-2016.  

Westhampton residents of all ages enjoyed 
an exploration of our new Nature Retreat: 
the Greenberg Family Conservation Area in 
Westhampton. They also helped improve the 
trail system for the public to enjoy.   

We hosted programs for body and spirit, like 
Mindfulness in Nature walks, and Yoga in the 
Orchard at Applewood.

We brought artists and art lovers together at 
two Mt. Holyoke Summit "Paint Outs," several 
landscape art exhibits, and at the Paradise City 
Arts Festival in 2016.

Kestrel's first Community Picnic at the 
UMass Amherst Renaissance Center brought 
125 people together to celebrate our many 
dedicated volunteers.  
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FIND OUT MORE
Visit our new website for more  
stories, news, event listings, and  
new places to explore. 

>> kestreltrust.org



PO Box 1016 
Amherst, MA 01004 
(413) 549-1097
KestrelTrust.org

Ann Kearns Shared Her Love for the Land

In 2016, we lost Ann 
Kearns, a passionate 
conservationist and  
dear friend. Ann spent 
many years helping 
Valley Land Fund protect 
land, and joined Kestrel's 
Advisory Council after  
the 2011 merger.

For the next five years, Ann coordinated Kestrel's 
monthly outings in the Valley. Through this program, 
she touched countless lives with her enthusiasm for 
the outdoors and her encouragement that we all 
explore the natural world on our doorstep. We are 
grateful to the many people who contributed to 
Kestrel in Ann's memory and we are working with  
her family to conserve a special place in her name. 

Cover art: “Summer Sky” by Mark Meunier (1949-2017)

Born in Western Massachusetts, Mark spent the past four decades creating 
art in his home studio in Montague, MA, and for 38 years was represented by 
R. Michelson Galleries in Northampton. This painting was part of the gallery's 

2017 exhibit, "Views of the Mount Holyoke Range with Kestrel Land Trust."  
A portion of the show's proceeds supported Kestrel's continuing work to  

preserve the Valley landscape that makes possible views like this one.


